
For more information, contact the Office of Student Discipline, Hearings and Expulsions at (215) 400-4230 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA 

ABOUT THE  
UNLAWFUL HARASSMENT POLICY 

 
WHAT IS UNLAWFUL HARASSMENT? 
 
Harassment is verbal, written, graphic or physical conduct related to an individual’s gender, age, race, color, 
sexual orientation (known or perceived), gender identity expression (known or perceived), national origin, 
religion, disability, socioeconomic status and/or political belief.  
 
WHAT ARE EXAMPLES OF PROHIBITED BEHAVIOR? 
 

• threatening or harassing, intimidating or physically assaulting another student 
 

• writing graffiti containing offensive language which is derogatory to others  
• making derogatory jokes or name-calling or slurs directed at others  
• negative stereotypes or hostile acts which are derogatory to others  

• written or graphic material containing comments or stereotypes which are either posted, 
circulated or are written or printed on clothing which are derogatory to others  
 

THE DISTRICT PROHIBITS ALL FORMS OF HARASSMENT BY DISTRICT STUDENTS 
 
WHAT SHOULD YOU DO WHEN YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS BEING HARASSED? 
Reporting Incidents of Harassment: 

• Students or parents/guardians of students who have been harassed or witness harassment should 
immediately report such incidents to the school principal or designee, or to any other member of the 
school staff, including teachers, guidance counselors, coaches and administrators.  

• Any staff member who receives such a report shall immediately notify the principal or designee.  
• If the behavior continues or if the school does not take action, students or parents/guardians should 

report the incident to the district’s hotline at 215-400-SAFE. 
 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN AN INCIDENT OF HARASSMENT IS REPORTED? 
There will be a quick and thorough investigation of all reports.  If the allegations are found true, the Principal or 
designee will do the following: 

• Inform the student who harasses of the results of the investigation;  
• Review the definition of harassment and the District’s policy on harassment; 
• Punish the behavior relative to the number of offenses and the severity of the behavior; and 
• Notify the parents of the student(s) who harasses, including the actions of the student and the 

consequences. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS TO STUDENTS WHO HARASS? 
Consequences for Violations: 

• Students who violate the unlawful harassment policy will disciplined according to the Code of Student 
Conduct. 

• If the first offense is notably severe, this could result in a long-term suspension (4-10 days); a referral 
for placement in an alternative education program; or expulsion. 


